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PRESS RELEASE

Zambia to Speed Up Court Case Decisions 
~Investment Climate Facility programme to improve the legal and regulatory environment for trade in Zambia~
Lusaka, Zambia: 5th December 2008 – The Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) today signed a landmark agreement with the Government of Zambia to speed up court cases in a move to improve the country’s investment climate. The agreement aims to increase the Judiciary’s efficiency by computerizing and automating all court procedures. 

Judicial officers in Zambia currently record court proceedings manually. By computerizing existing systems, the time spent on each case will be dramatically reduced, therefore significantly decreasing the duration of hearings, and increasing the number of cases that can be completed each year. This is particularly significant as it currently takes no less than 471 days to enforce a contract in Zambia, according to the World Bank’s 2009 Doing Business Report. Automation will also ensure accurate records are kept for each case and used to set precedents for future ones. 

The project will not only facilitate computerization, but will also provide training for court staff to ensure they are able to use the new technology. The implications for Zambia’s investment climate are profound, particularly in helping to increase investor confidence that disputes will be speedily and effectively resolved and that contracts will be enforceable. 
The ICF's Chief Executive Officer, Mr Omari Issa, said: “These changes to the Judiciary are relatively straightforward to implement, but the results will be enormous in terms of the improvements to Zambia’s investment climate. A modern Judiciary gives investors assurance that they can enforce contractual obligations fairly and speedily and is an important indicator of a governments commitment to creating a robust investment climate.” 
Mr George Kunda, Zambian Minister of Justice, said: “We are delighted that the ICF is supporting us on this project; we believe these improvements to our judicial system will deliver long-term improvements for the investment climate of Zambia. These changes will tighten up our procedures dramatically, increasing the incentive to develop enterprise and trade.”
This intervention follows the release of the World Bank’s ‘Doing Business Report’ in September which saw Zambia climb 13 places from its ranking of 84 for ease of starting a business in 2008, to 71 in this year’s report. Zambia has also seen improvements in the registration of property, climbing 31 places to rank 91 in the 2009 report. 
For more information on the ICF visit www.icfafrica.org
- ENDS -
Notes to editors:

1. The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realize its potential as a global player and trading partner. The ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF success is measured against higher levels of investment, faster economic growth, enhanced business opportunities and sustained returns for investment. The ICF has the support of key Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.
2.  All Doing Business statistics are taken from Doing Business in Africa Report 2009 (http://www.doingbusiness.org)
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