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PRESS RELEASE
ICF and the Government of Burkina Faso Announce Partnership to Establish New Commercial Courts and Improve Judicial Procedures
 ~ Project marks ICF’s first judicial project in Francophone Africa ~
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania – 30th August 2009 – The Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) has today announced a 20 month partnership with Burkina Faso’s Ministry of Justice and the Chamber of Commerce to improve judicial procedures and establish two new commercial courts, in Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dioulasso. 
The judicial project aims to reduce delays in bringing commercial cases to trial, which currently take an average of 214 days in the Ougadougou region; an area that handles six in every ten of the nation’s commercial hearings. Supporting the project, the Ministry of Justice has approved new legislation that will limit waiting time before a first trial is set to a maximum of 100 days.
The ICF partnership will also reduce the costs of litigation and make proceedings more accurate by providing comprehensive magistrate training. The recording of cases will also be automated in an effort to reduce the number of judgments that are reversed through appeals; in 2007 over a third (34.5%) of all decisions made by the existing commercial chambers were overturned. The project will also set up systems that encourage Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) to speed up litigation and reduce the backlog of cases pending trial.
ICF's Chief Executive Officer, Mr Omari Issa, said: “Investors are attracted to locations where they can be assured that commercial disputes can be dealt with quickly, efficiently and transparently. This is why the opening of the new commerical courts and the streamlining of legal procedures should have a direct impact on Burkina Faso’s investment climate.  
“While the business and legal worlds are often seen as two separate and very different entities, a weak or ineffective judicial system can have a severe impact on a country’s investment climate. A healthy business environment is as much about investor confidence as it is about opportunities and resources.”
Burkina Faso joins a number of other African countries working with ICF to improve judicial procedures. Mali, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Zambia are already benefitting from tangible improvements to their judicial processes through similar partnerships. In Rwanda, a backlog of 3,000 cases has been cleared in less than two years, and a further 2,000 cases are being reviewed. As the first ICF project to support judicial improvements in francophone Africa, ICF hopes that other French speaking countries, particularly OHADA members, will be receptive to the project and consider approaching ICF for similar support.

ICF has two other live projects in Burkina Faso. The first is developing more efficient land registration processes, an essential pre-requisite for the establishment of private rights over property, including a one stop-stop for land registration which is believed to be the first of its kind in the sub-Saharan region. 

A second project is improving business registration and construction permit processes.Until 2006, starting a business in Burkina Faso required 12 procedures, 150% of GNI per capita and took 40 days. In 2006 the Government of Burkina Faso introduced a number of reforms to ease business registration. As a result procedures were simplified, costs and delays considerably reduced and one stop shops were opened in the two main cities.

ICF was established in 2006 to remove the barriers that currently exist to doing business in Africa.  ICF is currently active in ten African countries and is working on three pan-regional projects and four special initiatives.  
For more information on ICF visit www.icfafrica.org
- ENDS –
Notes to editors:

The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realize its potential as a global player and trading partner. The ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF success is measured against higher levels of investment, faster economic growth, enhanced business opportunities and sustained returns for investment. The ICF has the support of key Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.
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