[image: image1.jpg]ICF%

The Investment Climate Facility for Africa





PRESS RELEASE

Tanzania’s Judiciary Goes Digital

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania – 22 February 2009 – The Tanzanian Judiciary is going digital thanks to a special project that commenced in May 2008. Aimed at modernising judicial operations and increasing their capacity while improving the efficiency and speed of case handling, the project will migrate exiting judicial systems in Tanzania from manual to electronic formats.
The modernisation of the Judiciary has been financed by the Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) and the Government of Tanzania, with ICF contributing 75% of the costs and the Government contributing the remaining 25%. 

The project will see digital recording equipment introduced to assist judges when writing and recording evidence in longhand. Judges and support staff, including transcribers, court reporters and ICT administrators, are also being given special training to enable them to use the new computer systems.  Forty judges and 35 registrars have already attended a two week training course at ESAMI in Arusha, where they were trained to use the new digital recording equipment, as well as write more accurate judgments.  .  
Strengthening ICT capacity 

This training has already increased the rate of case handling and the availability of accurately written judgments. Case handling speed is expected to double when the new recording system, which is in its final stages, is installed. Thirty court clerks have also been trained to help improve the electronic registration of cases and digital note taking during trials. They have also been given assistance in keeping the case management system updated. 

The introduction of digital recording equipment is not only a challenge for judicial officers but also ICT personnel. Recognising this challenge, the ICF project has allocated funds for the training of ICT administrators in security, programming and networking. Twelve ICT administrators have already been trained. In addition, 20 transcribers have been trained in the use of digital recording software, known as For the Record (FTR), which records court proceedings and transcribes audio evidence into text. Apart from being trained in the digital recording system, transcribers have attended English language training at the British Council, to enhance their communication skills and command for English. They have also attended advanced computer training at ESAMI. 
Procurement of ICT equipments 

The project has also funded the procurement of ICT hardware, including:

· 116 procured laptops have been distributed to judges and registrars who attended computer skills training. These laptops are being used by judges and registrars to write judgments and search for evidence using installed law reports, and books. The laptops are particularly useful due to the mobile nature of the judges’ jobs which involves home-working, as well as visits to multiple libraries and other evidence sources.

· Six photocopier machines

· 97 desktop computers 

· Four servers - one of the servers will host the Court of Appeal website, and case database that is being developed. Another server will host the Commercial court website 

· Nine scanners have been supplied to scan judgments and upload them judgment to the data base that will be launched alongside the website

· Digital recording equipment (hard and software), worth tsh. 950,000,000. This equipment will be installed in the High Court of Tanzania for 16 judges; the High Court of (T) Commercial division for four judges; the High Court (T) Labour Division for three judges; and the High Court (T) Land division for five judges. The installation of recording equipment in four centres has already commenced and it is expected to be live in the Commercial Court by the second week of February 2010. 

For more information on ICF visit www.icfafrica.org
- ENDS –
Notes to editors:

1. The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realize its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF success is measured against higher levels of investment, faster economic growth, enhanced business opportunities and sustained returns for investment. ICF has the support of key Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies
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