Rwanda makes strides to improve capacity of energy sector

Lake Kivu, located in the East African Rift Valley, is unique due to the high levels of carbon dioxide and methane that is dissolved in its waters. In fact, Lake Kivu’s waters contain more methane than any other lake in the world.

To this end, the ICF Transaction Advice and Capacity Building Project supports the Government of Rwanda by working hand in hand with the Ministry of Infrastructure (MININFRA) to build the capacity of the energy sector. This will enable a better regulatory framework aimed at securing private investment for electricity generation and increasing access to energy suppliers from the current 5% of the population to 16% by 2012.

By enabling the Government of Rwanda’s capacity to enter into power production agreements and energy development projects under favourable terms and conditions, necessary infrastructure will be put in place and the methane extracted from Lake Kivu could provide electricity to eleven million Rwandan households for fifty years. A pilot plant from Kibuye Power Ltd is currently extracting methane and is producing electricity at only 1/400 of the lake’s capacity. This provides energy for half of the 150,000 inhabitants of Gisenyi town, located on the shores of Lake Kivu.

