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Mali Strengthens Alternative Dispute Resolution ~Businesses benefit from contract enforcement mechanism~

Bamako, Mali – February 17, 2011 – The Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) has today announced the completion of the Alternative Dispute Resolution project in Mali. 

The project, carried out in partnership with the Centre de Conciliation et d’Arbitrage du Mali (CECAM), strengthened Mali’s Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) system by improving the legal framework, streamlining procedures and training arbitrators, resulting in faster settlement of claims, reduced legal fees and strengthening arbitration as a mechanism to resolve disputes. 
The project, which commenced in 2008, has reduced the number of days to enforce a contract from 860 to 180 days, the length of time taken to file judgements from 345 days to 180 days and ensuring judgements are enforced in 30 days as opposed to 515 days.
The project has delivered specialised training to a total of 120 magistrates and arbitrators. New arbitration regulations have been established and awareness of arbitration as a dispute resolution mechanism within the business community has improved. Eleven new arbitration cases have been received by CECAM since the project’s inception, compared to just two cases received between 2005 and 2008, a significant indicator of increased confidence in its capabilities.  
Coumba DIARRA, Director, of CECAM said: “We are very proud of the improvements we have brought about to the Malian arbitration system, which is now clearer, faster and cheaper for our business community and outside investors. We would like to thank ICF for their valuable support to this project. ICF’s experience and fast, results-orientated approach were the reason we chose to partner with.  Now the system is transparent and efficient meaning we are now more capable of protecting investors’ legal rights.  The changes have been beneficial to businesses and to Mali.” 
Omari Issa, Chief Executive Officer of ICF explains: “A country’s ability to enforce contracts is an important determinant of its competitiveness in the global economy.  A swift and affordable judicial system is necessary to create an environment in which investors and businesses can thrive. We hope that, as a result of Mali being able to handle arbitration cases swiftly and transaparently, investor confidence in the business environment of Mali will increase. ” 
The project supports OHADA (Organisation for the Harmonisation of Business Law in Africa) in its bid to introduce ADRs in 17 francophone African countries, as a complementary mechanism to commercial judiciaries. ICF is also supporting improvements in the judiciary systems in Burkina Faso, Mauritius, Tanzania, Rwanda and Zambia. The Malian government is also working with ICF on a tax dispute modernisation project. 

For more information on ICF, or to find out how you can get involved, please visit www.icfafrica.org 
- ENDS -
Notes to editors:

The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realise its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF has the support of Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.

ICF is supported by a range of corporate investors and development partners, as well as African governments, who have all proved receptive to ICF's vision of an improved investment climate for Africa.  African Governments working in partnership with ICF include: Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Liberia, Mali, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Zambia, as well as the East African Community and OHADA.   ICF’s Corporate Partners include: Anglo American, Coca-Cola, SAB Miller, Sasol, Shell Foundation, Standard Bank and Unilever.  Development partners include: Germany, Ireland, The Netherlands, South Africa, United Kingdom, Africa Development Bank and the International Finance Corporation.
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