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ICF and Government of Mauritius Announce Project to Modernise Mauritian Judiciary
~Project marks ICF’s first initiative in Mauritius~

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania – 8th March 2010 – The Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) has announced a new project in partnership with the Government of Mauritius that will deliver further improvements to the country’s commercial justice system.  The project will modernise the existing infrastructure of the Mauritian Judiciary over a two year period by simplifying and automating the settlement process, significantly reducing the time and costs involved with lodging a commercial case in Mauritius.
The project will streamline judicial processes by establishing a Mediation Division and a Fast Track Commercial Court.  Systems will be automated staff trained to increase the court’s capacity to process commercial cases and significantly reduce operational costs.  Information and communications technology improvements will modernise the court’s recording processes - currently all cases are recorded manually with significant time and cost implications.  Automating the process will improve efficiency and reduce data loss, which will in turn improve the credibility of the court statistics.  With ICF support, it is hoped the duration of a full trial for commercial cases will be reduced from 180 days to a maximum of 100 days.
Omari Issa, Chief Executive Officer of ICF commented: “An effective commercial justice system is crucial for a healthy investment climate as it ensures businesses are able to resolve disputes quickly, transparently and lawfully. This new project in Mauritius is testament to the Government’s continued commitment to transform its country’s business climate, enabling it to better fulfil its investment potential and providing a real boost to investors and companies of all sizes. Commercial justice is a key area of focus for ICF and this latest project marks our sixth support to a Commercial Court.  Lessons learned from similar projects will be applied to ensure the Mauritius project delivers as many tangible improvements to the country’s business environment as possible.”

The Government of Mauritius has already made significant improvements to the country’s investment climate, reflected by Mauritius’s impressive performance in the World Bank’s 
2010 Doing Business Report where the country ranked 17 out of the 183 economies.   It was also the only African economy in the top twenty countries and the top Sub-Saharan economy for the second year in a row, in terms of the overall regulatory ease of doing business.  This latest project will address one of Mauritius’ poorest indicators according to the report - the enforcement of contracts - delivering even greater improvements to the country’s investment climate.
ICF is the only pan-African body, based in Africa, explicitly and exclusively focused on improving the continent's investment climate. It works with receptive African governments to systematically remove constraints to investment in order to make the continent an even better place to do business. ICF is currently active in Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Lesotho, Liberia, Mali, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Zambia, and has a number of pan-African projects and initiatives. 

For more information on ICF visit www.icfafrica.org
- ENDS –
Notes to editors:

1. The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realise its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF success is measured against higher levels of investment, faster economic growth, enhanced business opportunities and sustained returns for investment. ICF has the support of key Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.
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