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PRESS RELEASE

ICF commends Rwanda on being named “top reformer” in the World Bank’s ‘Doing Business 2010’ report  
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania - 11th September 2009 – The Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) today commends Rwanda for becoming the first Sub-Saharan African economy to be named “top reformer” in a World Bank study that tracks the ease of doing business in 183 countries around the world. The ‘Doing Business 2010’ report sees Rwanda jump from 143rd to 67th place in the rankings, with Liberia also being named among the “top ten reformers”. Other African countries noted for improving their ease of doing business rankings include Burkina Faso, Liberia, Mali, Sierra Leone, Zambia and Cape Verde. 
ICF's Chief Executive Officer, Mr Omari Issa, comments: “The fact that so many African countries have improved their ‘Doing Business 2010’ report rankings is testament to the commitment of their respective governments who are taking steps to address business fundamentals. Great progress is being made in many African countries to reduce bureaucracy, regulation, and red-tape and to improve poor infrastructure, in order to improve the continent’s business environment and support economic growth.   
“A healthy commercial environment is as much about confidence as it is about opportunities and resources and we hope that the improvements recognised in this year’s ‘Doing Business 2010’ report will encourage more governments to convert goodwill into fast, measurable and practical action.”

The following table summarises the rankings of countries that ICF is currently supporting, and details their current projects. For more details or to request an interview with Omari Issa, ICF’s Chief Executive Officer, please contact:

Sophie Capron 

Ph: +44 207 067 0280

e-mail: scapron@webershandwick.com
	COUNTRY
	PROJECT(S)

	Burkina Faso
2010 Doing Business Ranking: 147 (up 8 places on 2009)

Three ICF projects
	ICF is funding three projects in Burkina Faso to support the Government of Burkina Faso’s efforts to improve its investment climate.  The first project aims to improve Burkina Faso’s land registration system by establishing a one-stop-shop for land registration.  Tangible benefits are already being seen, with the time it takes to issue a new land title reduced from more than six months to 18 days, and the time it takes to transfer existing title deeds from 182 days to 4 days. 

A second project aims to improve business registration and simplify the application process for construction permits.   With the support of ICF, the time it takes to register a business has gone down from 34 days to 6  days and obtaining a construction permit has decreased from 226 days to 30 days.  The corresponding costs have also gone down from US$ 5,690 to US$2,469.
The third project aims to increase quality and speed of commercial dispute resolution through the specialization of Judges and Magistrates on commercial issues. the introduction of a specific legal framework for transparent, streamlined and modernized judicial procedures along and the establishment, in Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dioulasso, of commercial courts integrating the ADR mechanism


	Cape Verde
2010 Doing Business Ranking: 146 (up 1 place on 2009)

One ICF project
	A partnership with the Government of Cape Verde is improving business life cycle services by complementing, extending and enhancing administrative services for business registration, licensing and closure. In Cape Verde it currently takes 25 days to gain a retail licence – with ICF support, it is hoped that by 2010, this will be reduced to two days. The project, after a period of 18 months of implementation will  establish an electronic one-stop-shop for business life-cycle services by incorporating licensing and closure services into the existing ‘e-government’ system and extending walk-in services centres across the country. The project will generate particular benefits to the tourism industry and therefore  improve the investment climate for domestic and foreign investors. .  



	Lesotho 
2010 Doing Business Ranking: 130 (down two places on 2009)

One ICF project
	ICF has recently completed a project with the Lesotho Government to simplify and rationalise assessment, administration and collection of VAT.  Tangible benefits are already clearly evident, especially for the country’s growing SME sector.  

Digitalisation of procedures has enhanced business productivity, allowing businesses to process more bills per day.  The VAT return lodgement/ payment process now takes no longer than 20 minutes in a single place (one-stop-window), saving up to 3 hours of time.  Simplification of procedures has reduced the number of signatures required for payment of VAT refunds from 7 to 3, saving time and improving cash flow.  Improved registration processes in the regional offices of LRA has reduced the time for registering VAT from 14 to 2 days, considerably lowering the costs of doing business in Lesotho.




	Liberia

2010 Doing Business Ranking: 149 (up 10 places on 2009)

Two ICF projects
	The Liberian Government is working with ICF on two projects. The  first project aims to computerise the Customs Department in Liberia.  ICF is working with the Ministry of Finance aims to computerise the archaic manual paperwork systems in the Customs House and Port of Monrovia and thereby make the processing of goods less time-consuming and costly to business.  

The second project to improve business registration will help Liberia rationalise and speed up the process of registering businesses, thereby helping to formalise them and ease their access to land and finance.



	Mali 
2010 Doing Business Ranking: 156 (up 6 places on 2009)

Two ICF projects
	ICF is working with the Mali Government on two projects. The first project aims to improve the resolution of tax disputes.  The project aims to reduce the time, costs and uncertainties related to fiscal dispute resolution and to modernise and strengthen the Tax Administration with the long-term aim of reducing the number of fiscal disputes.

The second project aims to improve commercial dispute resolution in Mali by ensuring concrete actions are undertaken to modernise Mali’s Commercial Justice. The project aims to ensure rational, transparent and efficient procedures are established for resolving commercial disputes through alternative mechanisms


	Rwanda

2010 Doing Business Ranking: 67 and top reformer (up 76 places on 2009)

Two ICF projects 
	ICF is working closely with the Rwandan Government on two projects. The first project aims – the Rwanda Investment Climate Project (RICP) - aims to establish a commercial court system, improve land titling and registration, and support the creation of a Rwanda Commercial Registration Services Agency (RCRSA). Two years into the three year project, four new commercial courts are operational and the backlog of 3,000 pending cases have been cleared, as well as 2,000 additional cases.  A new legal library, with 800 reference books, has also opened. The land registration programme will deliver substantial benefits to the country’s SME sector, which will be able to more easily register their business and land, thereby increasing their access to credit which in turn supports expansion and job creation.
A second project aims to improve the energy and power sector in Rwanda by enabling a better regulatory framework aimed to securing private investment for electricity generation and helping the country meet its target of increasing access to energy suppliers from the current 5% of the population to 16% by 2012. The project’s primary goal is to develop an overall framework and long-term capacity for the government to secure private sector investments in electricity power generation.



	Senegal 
2010 Doing Business Ranking: 157 (down 5 places on 2009)

Two ICF projects
	A phased project in partnership with GAINDE 2000, a public-private partnership acting as the implementation agency, is streamlining and refining an existing system of paperless electronic customs administration. The project cost is shared equally by ICF and GAINDE 2000 whose services have already sped up processing of certificates of origin and other import documentation by over 30%. 
The first phase of involvement focused on increasing the efficiency of Senegal’s paperless pre-clearance process.  Through the provision of technical support and investment in IT equipment, this phase of the project has successfully redefined and streamlined procedures, resulting in a reduction in the issuing of customs pre-clearance declarations from two days to a maximum of seven hours.  Likewise, 853 certificates of origin were processed by GAINDE in 2007 but with ICF support this increased to 1,983 certificates in 2008.  

The second phase of the programme will render the Port of Dakar’s customs clearance process entirely paperless.  This will be achieved in two stages over the next two and a half years.  Firstly, on a national level, the pre-clearance (ORBUS) and clearance (GAINDE) systems will be connected.  Then, at an international level, the ORBUS pre-clearance platforms will be linked with those in Europe, Asia and East Africa.  By interconnecting electronically, the Senegal’s Customs Administration and Port Authority has committed itself to achieve non-stop 24 hour operations in the Port of Dakar by 2010.  The second phase aims to reduce the time associated with the custom clearance process by a further 50%, from an average of 18 to just 9 days.  An improvement of this scale will put Senegal’s customs administration system on a par with countries like France and Spain where it currently takes nine days to clear customs.



	Sierra Leone
2010 Doing Business Ranking: 148 (up 8 places on 2009)

Four ICF projects
	A partnership with the Government of Sierra Leone will install an effective land administration system in order to increase investment in the property sector. The project aims to reduce the time and costs associated with land registration by refining and streamlining procedures; create a reliable electronic database for quicker and less costly verification of land titles; and ultimately stimulate the land market and facilitate access to credit.

The  two-year airport transfer project aims to drastically improve connections for air passengers between Freetown and Sierra Leone’s International Airport (176km away from the capital city).  

ICF is also working on a project to establish a fast track commercial court in Freetown.  The project will improve Sierra Leone’s commercial justice system including the estimated backlog of 1,500 commercial cases. This project will reduce the time it takes to resolve commercial justice and disputes to 3  months for cases without trial and 6  months for cases which go to full trial.  This more reliable and efficient commercial justice system will lead to increased investor confidence.

ICF’s fourth project with the Government of Sierra Leone aims to modernise and digitalise administrative procedures in the Office of the Administrator and Registrar General (OARG).  The project will create a one-stop-shop for all business related procedures, dramatically reducing the time and cost of doing business in the country.



	Tanzania 
2010 Doing Business Ranking: 131 (down 5 places on 2009)

Two ICF  projects
	ICF is jointly funding a project with the Judiciary of Tanzania to strengthen and modernise the Judiciary by providing improved technology and training to ensure it can deliver justice promptly, efficiently and transparently.

ICF is also working with Tanzania’s Ministry of Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development. A jointly commissioned two-phase study which came to completion in the second quarter of 2009, determined stakeholder demand and a possible structure for a new Land Bank.



	Zambia 
2010 Doing Business Ranking: 90 (up 9 places on 2009)

One ICF project
	A programme with the Zambian Government to modernise the country’s judicial system will improve the legal and regulatory environment for trade.  It currently takes 471 days to enforce a contract in Zambia, and this project aims to increase the speed, security and transparency of all judicial processes.  Automation will also ensure accurate records are kept for each case and used to set precedents for future ones. This will in turn assure investors that they can enforce contractual obligations fairly and speedily.


For more information on ICF visit www.icfafrica.org
- ENDS –
Notes to editors:
The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realize its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF success is measured against higher levels of investment, faster economic growth, enhanced business opportunities and sustained returns for investment. ICF has the support of key Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.

For more information or to request an interview, please contact:

	Emilienne Macauley

Ph: +255 222 129 211

email : emacauley@icfafrica.org
	Sophie Capron 

Ph: +44 207 067 0280

e-mail: scapron@webershandwick.com
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