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PRESS RELEASE

Modern Rwanda Land Administration Information System Launched
Kigali, Rwanda - 24 February 2011 – Rwanda today launched a modern and efficient system for land titling. The new registration system, jointly funded by the Government of Rwanda and ICF, is fully automated and possesses a simplified registration process for land titles.  An accurate database will also be maintained. 
Hon Minister of Trade and Industry, Mrs. Monique Nsanzabaganwa, said:  “The Government of Rwanda is pleased to launch one of the key outputs of the Rwanda Investment Climate Project, the Land Administration Information System (LAIS), which will propel Rwanda from the analogue era to the digital age in land administration and help to reduce transaction time, costs and reduce land disputes in the country - all of which are central to improving the investment climate and ease of doing business in Rwanda.  We greatly appreciate the continued support of ICF in our reform agenda.”
Land Registration Reform is one component among three that are part of the Rwanda Investment Climate Project supported by ICF. The other two components are Commercial Dispute Resolution and Business Registration Reform.
ICF's Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Omari Issa, said: “We are delighted to celebrate the completion of this component of the RICP project which aims to address the fundamental barriers of access to credit by the private sector.  We believe LAIS will significantly increase lenders’ confidence and improve the investment climate in Rwanda.”
For more information on ICF, or to find out how you can get involved, please visit www.icfafrica.org  
-ENDS-
Notes to editors:

The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realise its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF has the support of Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.

ICF is supported by a range of corporate investors and development partners, as well as African governments, who have all proved receptive to ICF's vision of an improved investment climate for Africa.  African Governments working in partnership with ICF include: Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Lesotho, Liberia, Mali, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Zambia, as well as the East African Community and OHADA.   ICF’s Corporate Partners include: Anglo American, Coca-Cola, SAB Miller, Sasol, Shell Foundation, Standard Bank and Unilever.  Development partners include: Germany, Ireland, The Netherlands, South Africa, United Kingdom, Africa Development Bank and the International Finance Corporation. 
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