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PRESS RELEASE

ICF and Government of Senegal Transform Port of Dakar’s Customs Administration
~Further progress to come as ICF customs project enters second stage~
Dakar, Senegal – 20 March 2009 – The Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) today confirmed it has successfully streamlined the customs administration system in Senegal, considerably reducing the time and costs associated with importing and exporting goods.  Additional improvements are expected in 2009 as the second phase of the project gets underway, delivering more tangible changes and further optimizing conditions for trade.
Since 2007, ICF has been working with the Government of Senegal, in partnership with implementation agency GAINDE 2000, to streamline and refine its existing system of paperless electronic customs administration.  The project followed the recognition that if Senegal is to become a more attractive trading partner, the clearing process in the port has to be speedier and more predictable.  
Since inception, the project has already affected notable improvements to Senegal’s business environment.  The customs administration system has witnessed a marked increase in efficiency with documents being processed 30% faster.  Before ICF support, processing time for pre-customs declaration was two days, now it takes just three-seven hours.  Likewise, 853 certificates of origin were processed by GAINDE in 2007; with ICF support, this has now increased to 1,983 certificates in 2008.
Following the success of the project’s first phase, ICF today announced support of a second phase, which will render the Port of Dakar’s customs clearance process entirely paperless.  This will be achieved in two stages over the next two and a half years.  Firstly, on a national level, the pre-clearance (ORBUS) and clearance (GAINDE) systems will be connected.  Then, at an international level, the ORBUS pre-clearance platforms will be linked with those in Europe, Asia and East Africa.  By interconnecting electronically, the Senegal’s Customs Administration and Port Authority has committed itself to achieve non-stop 24 hour operations in the Port of Dakar by 2010.

The second phase of the project aims to reduce the time associated with the custom clearance process by a further 50%, from an average of 18 to just 9 days.  An improvement of this scale will put Senegal’s customs administration system on a par with countries like France and Spain where it currently takes nine days to clear customs.2
The CEO of ICF, Mr. Omari Issa said: “This project has already delivered real and tangible improvements to Senegal’s customs administration system and has greatly bolstered the international reputation of the Port of Dakar.  Going forwards, we hope to effect even more improvements, in particular for small businesses and entrepreneurs who may previously have found the costs and times associated with customs clearance a real deterrent to doing business.  We are committed to delivering practical, common-sense solutions to enable Africa to fulfil its very real investment potential and are confident this project will make Senegal an even better place to do business.
ICF is the only pan-African body, based in Africa, explicitly and exclusively focused on improving the continent's investment climate. It works with receptive African governments to systematically remove constraints to investment in order to make the continent an even better place to do business. ICF is currently active in Burkina Faso, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Zambia, and has a number of pan-African projects and initiatives. 

For more information on ICF visit www.icfafrica.org
- ENDS –
Notes to editors:

1. The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realize its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF success is measured against higher levels of investment, faster economic growth, enhanced business opportunities and sustained returns for investment. ICF has the support of key Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies

2. Source: Doing Business Report 2009 (http://www.doingbusiness.org)

For more information or to request an interview, please contact:

	Emilienne Macauley

Ph: +255 222 129 211

email : emacauley@icfafrica.org
	Sophie Capron 

Ph: +44 207 067 0280

e-mail: scapron@webershandwick.com


[image: image2.jpg]ICF 2" Floor, 50 Mirambo Street, P.O. Box 9114 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
T: +255 22 212 9211 - F: +255 22 212 9210 - E: info@icfafrica.org





