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ICF supports reform in the Tanzanian Police Force
~ Project to facilitate movements of goods and stimulate economic growth ~

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania – December 14th 2010 – The Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) signed an agreement today with the Tanzanian Police Force to support a project to reform the police, facilitate regional movement of goods and improve security on the highways. This project is complementary to the modernisation of customs administration in the Port of Dar es Salaam launched in July of 2010 by the Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) with support from ICF.
This project aims at: (i) improving the efficiency of the police force through training and introduction of appropriate technology; (ii) expediting the movement of goods by streamlining verification procedures and removing road blocks; and (iii) enhancing security along the highways.

The benefits of this project are far reaching. The Police Force will have a system to enable it to track the movement and safety of vehicles. With few road blocks on the highways, the time and cost of moving goods will be significantly reduced. Combined with the efforts of TRA to expedite clearance of goods at the Dar es Salaam port, neighbouring countries may also prefer importing and/or exporting their goods through Tanzania. All these factors will facilitate regional economic integration, promote economic growth and lower costs to businesses and consumers.
The Inspector General of Police, Honourable Saidi Mwema said, “ This project is complementary to several other reforms undertaken by the Police Force to improve its efficiency. By introducing new technology and enhancing training, we will build on the capacity and will attract more resources which are much needed for the security of our nation. The Government of Tanzania is committed to ensuring the security of people and goods on our roads and the Police Force will work with all the agencies involved to create a transparent and reliable verification system. We will be able to provide improvements in the movement of goods without jeopardising the flow of information and security on our roads. 
Omari Issa, CEO of the Investment Climate Facility for Africa, said: “By facilitating the movement of goods and enhancing security along the highways, Tanzania will be removing one of the major non tariff barriers for Intra-African trade. Direct beneficiaries will be consumers and small and medium enterprises, not only in Tanzania but also in the region. Since promoting Intra-African Trade is a priority area for us, ICF will be willing to provide support to other countries that are willing to take similar measures”. 
For more information on ICF visit www.icfafrica.org
- ENDS –

Notes to editors:
1. The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realise its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF has the support of Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.
2. ICF is supported by a range of corporate investors and development partners, as well as African governments, who have all proved receptive to ICF's vision of an improved investment climate for Africa.  African Governments working in partnership with ICF include: Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Lesotho, Liberia, Mali, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Zambia, as well as the East African Community and OHADA.   ICF’s Corporate Partners include: Anglo American, Coca-Cola, SAB Miller, Sasol, Shell Foundation, Standard Bank and Unilever.  Development partners include: Germany, Ireland, The Netherlands, South Africa, United Kingdom, Africa Development Bank and the International Finance Corporation. 

For more information or to request an interview with an ICF spokesperson, please contact:

	Emilienne Macauley

Ph: +255 222 129 211

email : emacauley@icfafrica.org
	Leila Bateman 

Ph: +44 207 067 0419

e-mail: lbateman@webershandwick.com
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