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7thMay, 2008 

PRESS RELEASE

Tanzania Announces Programme to Modernise Judiciary System 

Tanzania has taken another step to strengthen its investment climate by announcing a programme to modernise its judiciary system. The project aims to respond to investors' concerns about commercial justice in Tanzania by providing the Judiciary with modern information and communication technology (ICT) and appropriate training. It is anticipated that the programme will increase the Judiciary's speed and efficiency, and therefore help improve Tanzania's reputation as a place to do business. 

Tanzania's Judiciary currently depends on archaic, handwritten recording, information and filing systems and the adoption of ICT is still very much in its infancy, meaning commercial disputes can sometimes take years to resolve. This project, which will be jointly funded by the Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) and the Judiciary of Tanzania, will strengthen the capacity of the Judiciary in IT applications through intensive training, and modernise it through the provision of IT, software and other equipment for court administration and case management. 
Chief Justice Hon Ramadhani from the Judiciary of Tanzania said: “A restrictive judicial system not only makes life difficult for the Judiciary's employees, it also deters investors who are put off by the prospect of facing lengthy delays if they want to resolve commercial disputes. This project will speed up the availability of proceedings for appeal purposes and will also guard against the loss, misplacement and destruction of court records. 

We are all extremely excited about this collaboration with the ICF and the commencement of this project, and are hopeful that by working together, this project will represent a revolution of our existing judiciary system and contribute to an even brighter future for Tanzania.”
Omari Issa, Chief Executive of the Investment Climate Facility for Africa, said: “If Africa is to attract long-term investment, we must have in place vibrant laws, procedures and dispute arbitration systems upon which the business community can rely. This project is therefore at the heart of developing our private sector and enhancing the competitiveness of the economy of Tanzania.  We anticipate that this project will yield demonstrable change within two years." 

The project will start in Dar es Salaam, comprising the Court of Appeal, the High Court and the Dar es Salaam Registry, Commercial, and Land Divisions. It will then roll out to the other High Court Centres and some Resident / District Magistrates Courts. 

ICF will work closely with the Judiciary to manage and monitor progress of the project. It is also working in partnership with the Government of Tanzania on a number of other projects to improve the country's investment climate and is based in Dar es Salaam.

- ENDS - 

Notes to editors:

For more information or to request an interview, please contact Weber Shandwick (Helen Gaffney / Kate Fisher) on Tel: +44 (0) 207 067 0000 or email hgaffney@webershandwick.com / kfisher@webershandwick.com

1. The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realize its potential as a global player and trading partner. The ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF success is measured against higher levels of investment, faster economic growth, enhanced business opportunities and sustained returns for investment. The ICF has the support of key Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.

For more information visit www.icfafrica.org
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