[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]ICF%

The Investment Climate Facility for Africa




PRESS RELEASE

Boost to Investor Confidence as Tanzania Unveils Modernised Judiciary

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania – 6th December 2010 – Tanzania has today delivered a boost to businesses and investors through the launch of a modernised Judiciary. Recognising that a country’s ability to enforce contracts is an important determinant of its competitiveness in the global economy, the Judiciary of Tanzania has joined forces with the Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) to deliver modern technology and training to staff in the court rooms of Dar es Salaam.

The improved judicial system was showcased today in Dar es Salaam at an official ceremony to mark the completion of a jointly-funded project to provide training and technology, digitalise recording systems and create a new Judiciary website. The ceremony was graced by His Excellence Dr. Mohammed Gharib Bilal, Vice President of the United Republic of Tanzania, in the presence of Chief Justice Augustino S. L. Ramadhani and ICF Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Omari Issa.  

Four courts, namely the High Court and its sub-divisions Commerical, Land and Labour, are now fully equipped with modern audio recording systems, making hand-written recordings of proceedings a thing of the past. The Court of Appeal has had its recording systems updated to be of a similar standard. Furthermore, over 140 staff have received training to enable them to make use of new technology installed in the courts.

All five Courts are now recording sessions and proceedings can be available on CD within a day or as typed text within three months; previously it could take around a year for proceedings to be typed up. The project, which was initiated in May 2008, has also installed scanners in the Courts so that case judgments from 1979 onwards can be made available on the Judiciary’s internal database, while flat-screen information monitors have been installed in the registry offices of all five Courts to inform parties and advocates as to where and when the trial of their cases will take place.

His Lordship Chief Justice Ramadhani said, “This initiative represents a tremendous step forwards for Tanzania’s Judiciary and has dramatically enhanced our ability to deliver justice promptly, efficiently and transparently. To put the project into context, there was previously a backlog of banking sector cases amounting to more than US$1billion stuck in the court system – with an inevitable impact on investor confidence. By transforming our Judiciary we hope to send a clear signal to investors that we provide a transparent and efficient judicial system that will ensure business contracts can be properly enforced. In particular, we hope to reduce the burden on Tanzania’s small and medium enterprises who previously had to battle through costly red tape and time-consuming bureaucracy and, as a result, often attempted to resolve disputes informally in order to achieve justice.”

Omari Issa, Chief Executive Officer of ICF, said, “It is often assumed that judicial reform takes many years, costs millions of dollars and is very complex. The Judiciary of Tanzania has demonstrated that improved court efficiency can be achieved quickly and simply when the government is committed and the private sector engaged...”

ICF, which is headquartered in Dar es Salaam, will continue to replicate the learnings from the project in Tanzania with other countries on the continent. Indeed, a similar project has already been completed in Zambia, while ICF is supporting the Governments of Burkina Faso, Mauritius, Mali, Rwanda and Sierra Leone to improve their judicial systems. 

For more information on ICF visit www.icfafrica.org
- ENDS –

Notes to editors:

1. The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realize its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF success is measured against higher levels of investment, faster economic growth, enhanced business opportunities and sustained returns for investment. ICF has the support of key Africa institutions, international development partners and private sector companies

2. Since it became operational in July 2007, ICF has approved 39 projects including four pan-regional projects and five special initiatives.  ICF is working partnership with 13 African Governments and a number of regional organisations including the EAC and OHADA. All together ICF activity currently covers 29 countries across the continent. 
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