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Zambia Judiciary Goes Digital

Lusaka, Zambia – 29 March 2010 – The Investment Climate Facility for Africa (ICF) has announced today that the first phase to modernise the Zambia Judiciary system was successfully launched on 26 March 2010. The first phase focused on the Supreme, High and Magistrate Courts in Lusaka.

ICF has worked with the Zambia Judiciary to automate court proceedings, improve case management and train courtroom staff. By automating the recording of court proceedings with digital recording equipment, cases can now be captured and followed in real time by the Judge, lawyers, press and the public. The automation will reduce time spent recording, increase the number of cases completed and remove the likelihood of tampering with testimony. With the project completed, each registry is now equipped with a case management system that will enhance the security and integrity of documents and thus remove the potential threat of corruption. Fourteen judges and 38 support staff have been trained in multiple areas including record management, electronic research methods and information security. Ten court reporters are being trained.
Speaking at the launch ceremony, Honourable Ernest L Sakala, Chief Justice of Zambia said: “The objective of the project is to make the justice delivery system affordable, accessible, cost effective, transparent and accountable. The project will not only improve access to justice for the general public but also investor confidence in our judicial system”.
Omari Issa, Chief Executive Officer of ICF explains: “Confidence in the justice system has a real and direct impact on investor confidence. Without such assurance, investors will go elsewhere. Small businesses struggle to remain afloat if cumbersome and lengthy judicial procedures divert resources from running their day to day operations. ICF strongly believes these judicial improvements will contribute to a healthier investment climate in Zambia.” 
For more information on ICF, or to find out how you can get involved, please visit www.icfafrica.org 
- ENDS -
Notes to editors:

1. The Investment Climate Facility for Africa is a unique public-private partnership between government and business that aims to help Africa create a more attractive business environment and realise its potential as a global player and trading partner. ICF works to remove real and perceived obstacles to domestic and foreign investment by assisting Africans to prepare and promote the continent as an investment destination. ICF has the support of key African institutions, international development partners and private sector companies.
2. Since it became operational in July 2007, ICF has approved 34 projects in 13 African countries and 3 regional blocs. Positive results are already being achieved by several projects that have been or are about to be completed. 
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